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Message from Rev.  Tim 
It was the week before Christmas and at the 

Protestant Youth Center in Baldwinville, MA, we 

were having a celebration prior to our students 

going home for the holidays. 

Bob, our math teacher, had taken a couple of 

students tramping out in the woods to find a 

proper Christmas tree—if not a proper one, 
then one they could carry.  It had to be tall be-

cause our living room at the Center had 12 foot 

ceilings. 

Our chef, Paul, had gathered together a banquet 

table fit for a royal family—everything on the 

menu was the students’ favorites (except the 

vegetables) and the variety of desserts surpassed 

anything we had seen throughout the school 
year.  It was Christmas.  Good nutrition was put 

aside for one night.  We had to post a guard at 

the dessert table so a frenzied run on the 

sweets was discouraged. 

Our students, teenage girls from dysfunctional 

homes, failures mostly in their public school 

settings, were kids familiar with deprivation, 

abuse, neglect and chaotic life.  Some had been 
addicted.  Some had brain damage from severe 

abuse.  These kids trusted no adult and were 

destined for a life of failure and regret, marginal-

ized by society. 

Here at the Youth Center, where I served as 

Chaplain and Teacher for 18 years, our capable 

and devoted staff helped many of these precious 

kids set a new course for their lives.  This was 
difficult work for student and staff alike.  Few 

parents were of much help.  They had suffered 

from poor, abusive beginnings themselves.  They 

could not parent well with the lack of tools 

gained in their own growing up.  The amounts of 

violence these families had somehow endured 

was overwhelming to the average person.  

These young people needed strong, professional, 

compassionate intervention to bring wholeness 

to their lives. 

In 1961, a group of church folks recognized the 

need for a residential school to help these chil-

dren from dysfunctional families.  These people 

had a vision for a center that could offer school 

intelligence.  The Massachusetts Council of 

Churches helped spearhead the effort, and a vacant 

former hospital in Baldwinville became available. 

Even more important than the buildings and land 

was the person they hired to be Director of this 

new enterprise.   Leighton S. Cheney who trained 

at the University of Maine, with years of experience 

at the Sweetser Children’s Home in Portland was 

hired.  He started from nothing and built a well 

respected place for healing, teaching and sharing of 

a good life for thousands of students. 

Leighton was a great man in my eyes.  He men-

tored me in my understanding of psychological 

counseling and working with troubled teens and 

their families.  Leighton fought the good fight every 

day.  The task was not only building an organization 

of competent staff members, it also included dealing 

with state officials and the red tape of the Depart-

ment of Social Services for Families and Youth Ser-

vices.  

Leighton was a man of deep Christian faith and he 

believed students at the school would greatly bene-

fit from a basic understanding of non-sectarian reli-

gious stories.  We started a weekly chapel service 

and experienced many moments of spiritual awak-

ening.  Not just insight was gained in chapel to-

gether, but love and healing and forgiveness and 

hope became more clear to each heart gathered 

together.  Those were wondrous times. 

Thanksgiving and Christmas held a special place at 

the Youth Center.  We desired  to make these 

celebrations something our students not only en-

joyed, but also where they could understand such 

celebrations as milestones in their growth.  Holi-

days can bring lessons about gatherings of love for 

family and friends, and the expression of generosity 

and kindness to others. 

Our annual Christmas party was a learning experi-

ence for staff as we observed how each student 

reacted to a magnificent dinner feast, a reading of 

Christmas stories and poems and 6 or 7 gifts.  

Some girls guarded their presents as though they 

feared losing them.  In their lives this had often 

happened.  In some cases, an adult in the family had 

sold the kids’ presents for money to buy drugs.  

This is  by no means the worst Christmas story the  
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students could tell about holi-

days at home.  The times of the 

year so special to most of us 

were just another day of disap-

pointment, betrayal and abuse. 

Some girls opened gifts while 

looking around the room as 

though in a trance.  Others 

cried, some laughed, most drew 

near to one of our women staff 

members like a daughter to a 

mother, sharing a happy time. 

After the presents were all 

opened, a few songs were sung, 

our large living room, in the 

glow of a huge Christmas tree, 

all settled into quiet conversa-

tion and appreciation of the day.  

These special kids were just like 

our own.  They needed to be 

taught, loved, and cared for and 

they responded with trust and 

gratitude. 

This holiday season, once again, I 

remember those Youth Center 

days and the powerful experi-

ences God allowed me to share.  

Leighton Cheney died a couple 

of years ago at age 93.  I am 

thankful for all he taught me, the 

truly great gift. 

The holiday of Thanksgiving and 

Christmas offer you and me the 

chance to share with our loved 

ones and friends some powerful 

experiences—something that 

enhances our understanding of  

(cont’d. on page 2) 
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Sunday School & Youth Fellowship 

Our Christian Education is off to a great 

start. Youth in grade 6 and up have been 

meeting at the church at 9:30 A.M, for a 

half hour of conversation, fun, meaning-

ful readings, and prayer. Children pre-

school age thru grade 5 meet at 10 A.M. 

for and hour consisting  of a worship 

service, snack crafts, and paper crafts 

relating to the Bible story of the day. 

The first Sunday of each month is desig-

nated as Family Sunday. Youth Fellow-

ship and Sunday School are not held on 

these Sundays. 

Special Events in November and De-

cember are: 

Making and serving Thankful soup on 

Sunday November 24th. 

Practice for the annual Children’s 

Christmas pageant on Saturday Decem-

ber 21, from 8:30 to 9:30 A.M. 

Annual Children’s Christmas Pageant 

Sunday December 22, at 10A/M. 

We invite you, your children, and youth 

to join us for these events. 

Questions? Call Heather Stewart at  

508-867-2710 

 

 

 

Trustee’s Report 

 

 

 

UFO News 

UnFinished prOjects (UFO) is  a church group that makes craft projects.  We 

meet in the Fellowship Hall of the Oakham Congregational Church on the 

third Wednesday of the month from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.  Come join us 

and be part of the construction and planning of crafts to make. Contact 

Cheryl Habink at 508-282-6220 or Edna Holloway at 508-882-3619 for more 

information. 

    

 

 

 

(cont’d. from page 1) 

life and how our loving makes all the difference.  I believe God, somehow, 

gives each one of us a special opportunity to open our hearts and minds and 

be at  our very best.  We can have special times because we are special peo-

ple in God’s eyes.  We can’t just let these opportunities fly by.  We have to 

focus and hold on with meaningful conversations.  Surprise someone with a 

deep expression of gratitude for their being in  your life.  Remember the 

promises of love and healing, forgiveness and hope brought into our world 

when Christ as born. 

At Christmas all the grace of God is focused on a story we have loved since 

childhood.  I believe the lessons of that story can lead us to rich and meaning-

ful lives.  This is the promise of God, and I have seen the promise come true. 

Blessings to all this holiday season. 

Rev. Tim     

The trustees inspected the bell and it’s attaching bolts. We repaired the 

brick sidewalk, after having the gutter and downspout above it cleaned and 

repaired. The downspout had been plugged causing water to overflow and 

erode the gravel under the bricks. 

The tower roof has been replaced with new plywood covered with a rubber 

roofing. 

We will be working on redoing the side entryway with ceiling repair, new 

paint, and new flooring. We are also getting an estimate to paint the outside 

of the side entrance door and the front entrance door.  

Peace on earth 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Ftheclipartjar.com%2Fimages%2FyckKARXcE.png&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Ftheclipartjar.com%2Fpictures-of-children-at-school.html&docid=Hpaw6w_5rAoMjM&tbnid=12N63rPRPrkh1M%3A&vet=10ahUKEwipouyVm_rVAhXC8YMKHSVMAIo
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wallcoo.net%2Fholiday%2Fchristmas_illustration_07_vladstudio%2Fimages%2FChristmas_wallpaper_calm.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fartsite.dns.navy%2Farts%2Ffree-christian-clipart-backgrounds-free.html&docid
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All Saints 

     Sunday 

4 Adult Bible 

Study 7:00-8:00 

p.m. 

5 6 7 8 

 

9 

10 

 

11 Adult Bible 

Study 7:00-8:00 

p.m. 
 

12 

 

13Knit OCC 

10:A.M. 

Dismas Dinner  

6:00 p.m. 

14 
 

15 

 

16 

17 18 Adult Bible 

Study 7:00-8:00 

p.m. 

 

19 

 

20 UFO 

Group 

9:30 a.m. 

21 22 

 

23Harvest and 

Holly Fair   

9:00 a.m.               
 

24 Sun. School 

Thankful Soup 

25 Adult Bible 

Study 7:00-8:00 

p.m. 

26 

 

27 
 

28 

 
29 30 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 Advent Be-

gins  -  Hanging 

of the Greens 

2 

 

 

3 4 5 6 7 

 

8 

 
 

9 
 

 

 

10 
 

 

11Knit, OCC 

10:00 a.m. 

Dismas Dinner 

6:00 p.m. 

12 

 

13 

 

14 
 

  

 

15 The 25th 

Lessons and 

Carols  
 

16 
 

 

 

17 
 

 

 

18 UFO 

Group 

9:30 a.m. 

 

19 
 

  

20 21Practice for 

Christmas Pag-

eant 

22 Children’s 

Christmas Pag-

eant 

23 

 
 

 

24 Christmas 

Eve Service 

7pm 

25 
 

 

 

26 27 

 
   

28 

29 

 

 

30 31 New Year’s 

Eve 
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Food Pantry 

We donate to the Barre Food Pantry and the 

Rutland Food Pantry.  All contributions of food 

are graciously welcomed and can be dropped off 

here at the church.  Monetary contributions can 

be made directly to the Barre Food Pantry by 

mailing them to: Barre Congregational Church, 

P.O.Box 936, Barre, MA  01005 or the Rutland 

Congregational Church, P.O. Box 484, Rutland, 

MA  01543 

We are also continually in need of replenishing 

the stock of our local food pantry here at the 

church.  These items are available to local folks 

who are in need.  Please consider canned meats 

and non-perishable boxed milk along with your 

other donations.  Checks to support this minis-

try can be made payable to the Oakham Con-

gregational Church with a note in the memo 

stating: Pastor’s Discretionary Fund.  

                            

 

 

Dismas Family Farm Dinners 

On the second Wednesday of every month at 

6:00 p.m., the church prepares a dinner for the 

Dismas Family Farm on Lincoln Road.  If you 

would like to help with a meal, please contact 

the church at 508-882-5537.  

 

 

Opportunity Fund Applications 

The Opportunity Fund is accepting applications.  

The purpose of the Opportunity Fund is to 

provide financial assistance to individuals in the 

town of Oakham or within the Oakham Con-

gregational Church Community to support an 

endeavor that provides spiritual, personal 

and/or vocational advancement for the appli-

cant.  The Outreach Committee acts as the 

Opportunity Fund Committee.  Proceeds from 

the Annual Bob Tyck Memorial Golf Tourna-

ment support the Opportunity Fund.  For ap-

plications call Linda at 508-882-5222 or Mary 

Ellen at 508-882-5537. 

 

 

 

 Adult Choir 

Anyone who would like to join the choir 

is welcome!  We rehearse every Sunday 

morning at 9:20 a.m., and there are no 

week night rehearsals.  We’re a pretty 

easy-going group, so if you like to sing, 

come Sunday 9:20 a.m.!  If you have any 

questions, please call Dawn at 508-882-

3982. 

                           

 

 

 

Adult Bible Study will be held every 

Monday evening in November from 7:00-

8:00 p.m.  We’ll be reading “Less than 

Perfect” by Ann Spangler.  “Ann 

Spangler’s latest book Less Than Perfect 

is a moving tribute to the fact that God 

uses broken people who are often seen 

as failures to others.  These are beauti-

fully written stories that will touch the 

deepest part of your heart and inspire a 

fresh faith in Jesus Christ and his grace.”  

Jim Cymbala, Senior Pastor, The Brook-

lyn Tabernacle 

The 25th Lessons and Carols will be held on 

Sunday December 15th. Anyone interested in 

singing is  invited to join in rehearsals on Tues-

day evenings at 6:30 P.M. 

 

 

 

                           

Holly & Harvest 

Fair  

Saturday 

November 23 

9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 

 

Snack bar, crafters, 

baked goods, quilt 

raffle, white elephant 

table, raffles and so 

much more.  Come 

start your Christmas 

shopping at the Holly 

& Harvest Fair! 


